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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1. In response to communications files on 25-November-2008. Claims 1 and 20-21 are 
amended and claim 22 is added by applicants request. Therefore, claims 1-8 and 10-21 are 
presently pending in the application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 10-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) (Eff. Filing date of 
application: 10/29/2002) as being anticipated by St. Pierre et al . (U.S. Pub. 2005/0187992) 
(hereinafter Pierre ) (Eff. Filing date of application: 6/30/1978). 

As to claims 1 and 21, Pierre teaches a computer-implemented method for identifying a 
file system element for restoration (see fig. 9 and col. 5, lines 32-45) comprising: 

receiving a request to restore a file system element (see col. 13, lines 16-21); 

determining an offset, from a beginning of a collection of records, indicating where a 
record associated with the file system element is located within the collection of records(see 
figure 9,characters 92, 94, and 96; col. 12, lines 9-15; col. 18, lines 47-52; and claim 29 and 31), 
wherein: 
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the record includes metadata related to stored data to be used to restore the file 
system element (see abstract and col. 6, lines 27-30); and 

the offset varies in accordance with the lengths of other records in the collection 
of records, if any, that are located before said record (see figs. 13 and 15, character 150; 
col. 17, lines 66-67; col. 18, lines 1-3; and col. 18, lines 47-49); and 
using the determines offset to retrieve the record from the collection of records on a 
storage device (see fig. 9; col. 6, lines 37-31; and col. 20, lines 53-60). 

As to claim 2, Pierre teaches the method further comprising determining the type of file 
system element being restored (see fig. 9, character 98A and 98B). 

As to claim 3, Pierre teaches wherein a most significant bit indicates the type of file 
system element being restored (see fig. 2B and 13 and col. 3, lines 61-65). 

As to claim 4, Pierre teaches wherein the most significant bit is stored in a table (see fig. 
2B and 13). 

As to claims 5 andl5, Pierre teaches wherein one type of file system element is 
a file (see fig. 9, character 90). 

As to claim 6, Pierre teaches wherein a file metadata file includes a collection of records 
for file system objects that are files (see col. 10, lines 56-58). 
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As to claims 7 and 16, Pierre teaches wherein one type of file system element is a 
directory (see col. 1, lines 39-42 and col. 1, lines 56-59). 

As to claim 8, Pierre teaches wherein a directory metadata file includes 
a collection of records for file system objects that are files (see col. 10, lines 56-58 and col. 1, 
lines 39-42) . 

As to claim 10, Pierre teaches wherein the metadata includes administrative information 
(see col. 9, lines 63-65). 

As to claim 11, Pierre teaches wherein the metadata includes permissions (see col. 9, 
lines 63-65 and col. 11, line 40). 

As to claim 12, Pierre teaches wherein the metadata includes a value that uniquely 
identifies the file system element associated with the file system element (see fig. 1 1 and col. 20, 
lines 38-44). 

As to claim 13, Pierre teaches wherein the record id a first recode and determining an 
offset includes retrieving a second record associated with the file system element being restored 
the includes the offset of the first record (see fig. 9). 
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As to claim 14, Pierre teaches wherein the offset is stored in a table (see figure 13). 

As to claim 17, Pierre teaches the method further comprising determining a second offset 
of a second record associated with the record (see figure 13). 

As to claim 18, Pierre teaches wherein the association of the record with the file system 
element occurs via an inode (see col. 25-29 and col. 1, lines 41-46). 

As to claim 19, Pierre teaches wherein the association of the record with the file system 
element occurs via a value that uniquely identifies the file system element (see figure 11). 

As to claim 20, Pierre teaches a system for identifying a file system element for 
restoration comprising: 

a processor configured to: 

receiving a request to restore a file system element (see col. 13, lines 16-21); 

determining an offset, from a beginning of a collection records, indicating where a record 
associated with the file system element is located within the collection of records (see figure 9, 
characters 92, 94, and 96; col. 18, lines 47-52; and claims 29 and 31), wherein: 

the record includes metadata related to stored data to be used to restore the file 

system element (see abstract; claim31; and col. 6, lines 27-30); and 
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the offset varies in accordance with the lengths of other records in the collection 
of records, if any, that are located before said record (see fig. 15, character 150; col. 17, 
lines 66-67; col. 18, lines 1-3; and col. 18, lines 47-49); and 

use the determined offset to retrieve the record from the collection of records (see fig. 9; 
and col. 20, lines 53-60); and 

a storage device on which the collection of record is stored (see col. 3, lines 25-32 and 
col. 6, lines 27-31). 

As to claim 22, Pierre teaches wherein the record has a variable length (see fig. 13, 
character 135). 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 25- November- 2008 with respect to the rejected claims 
in view of the cited references have been fully considered but they are not found persuasive: 

In response to applicants' arguments that " Pierre, fail to teach or suggest determining an 
offset, from a beginning of a collection of records, indicating where a record associated with 
the. . .", the arguments have been fully considered but are not deemed persuasive, because Pierre 
teaches "Restoration may proceed by determining which segments have changed since a target 
time, and retrieving the data backed up from that time", (see abstract). 

"a method of restoring a primary copy of a plurality of segments of data stored on a 
physical storage device is disclosed. According to this embodiment, the plurality of segments 
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forms a logical element and the restoration is to a state of the primary copy of a target time. 
This embodiment includes steps of identifying which of the segments of data have changed 
since the target time and restoring the identified changed segments to the primary copy, while 
retaining at least one of the segments already in the primary copy", (see col. 6, lines 28-38). 

"The length of one also indicates that a single data segment is being included as the first 
portion of the differential bit file 130. Of course, even in an embodiment where offset and 
length is used, other measures may be used to indicate length. For example, rather than 
indicating offset and lengths in units corresponding to the length of a data segment, other units 
may be used (such as bytes, data blocks or tracks)", (sec col. 17, 66-67 and col. 18, lines 1-8). 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Belix M. Ortiz whose telephone number is 571-272-4081. The 
examiner can normally be reached on moday-friday 9am-5pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/B M 0/ 

Examiner of Art Unit 2 1 64 
March 9, 2009 



/Charles Rones/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2164 



